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tulant way of profage liberty, or with 
the ſabtitties of philoſophy and criti- 


ciſm. We may have to do with both 
in the age in which we live. 

The diviſions among Chriſtians have 
made the world conclude, that they had 
a right to prove all thin 
may know how to hold faſt that whi 
is good, The enthuſiaſms and hypocri- 


ſies of ſome, and the looſeneſs and dif- 


orders among others; the ſuperſtitious 
magnifying of ſmall matters, and the 
contending eagerly for them, while 
the greater, as well as the more uſe 
have been too viſibly and generally 


neglected; have furniſned them with 


judices, that muſt be conſeſſed to 
but too ſpecious and plauſible: And 


I wiſh ſome of us may not have con- 


tributed, to make many think. we are 
ſcarce in earneſt in arguing for the truth 
of ourreligion, while ourlives do but 
too openly teſtify that we do not firmly 
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offences muſt come ; and the heavieſt 
on thoſe by whom they 


As to what is to come 
a preamble to w 


has left this woe upon the world, that 


part of that woe, will certainly fall up- 
came. But 


when we are enquiring into ſo impor- 
tant a matter, it certainly becomes us 
to free our minds from prejudices as 
much as we can; and neither to ſuffex 
ourſelves to be poſſeſſed by the firſt 
impreſſions that education made up- 
on us, nor by our preſent ſtations and 
engagements on the one hand ; nor to 
be led away by the fury of our appe- 
tites and paſſions, and the bad cxam- 
ples that the world abounds in on the 
other hand: That fo we may more 
freely ſearch after truth, and both 
find it out, and follow it. 


let us look into our na- 


| tures, and ſee if we do not feel a prin- 


iple within us that both thinks and 
freely, which is totally different 
from matter, which neither thinks nor 
chuſes. Thus principle then feels that 
its thoughts do 


its freedom in all 
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ck muſt feel a ſtrong diſpokiti- 
on to believe Ther to be true, 


that agrees with the hi 
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| wad we feel with 
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thoughts that we enn entertain of God, 


and the juſteſt that we ought to have 


of ourſelves; all which are to be ex- 
preſſed in the moſt genuine and fim- 
| hve laineſt and moſt ſi 
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Saviour himſelf is genuine, or that if 
he ſaid nothing of him, it was becauſe 
he knew he could ſay nothing that 
could derogate from his credit, and 
that he would ſay nothing to raiſe it: 
for it is plain thoſe relations 
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16 Concerning the Truth 
do carry in them characters that lead 
us very near the time in which the 

were written: and by comparing thoſe 
of St. Paul with the books writ by 
St. Luke, we ſee when moſt of his e- 
piſtles were writ, many of them bein 
. his going to Rome: Now t 
epiſtles were addreſſed to whole bodies 
and churches, and they do often appeal 
to the life, death, reſurrection and a- 
ſcenſion of Chriſt, as matters which 
were then well known, and firmly be- 

lie ved by all Chriſtians: from all which 
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of all the firſt planters of Chriſtianity 
7 eqpet wee to that 
matter of fact, in ure Ae it had been 


eaſy to have taken away his credit, 
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enquiry, it is plain that they were 
faithfully copied out : nor are we now 
Sa | bound to anſwer ſuch difficulties as 


ſeem to ariſe out of them, fince they 
were not in the time in 
which only an appeal could be made 
to the publick regiſters themſelves. If 
then it is yielded, that thoſe publick 
actions done in the fight of many wit- 
neſſes, paſſed, without being challenged 
or diſproved in that time, here was a 
ſeries of moſt wonderful things, done 
by a man with a word: = —_ 
ſeas and winds, he fed great m 

tudes out of a very ſmall ſtore, which 
„ ed vaſtly as it was diſtributed; 
be cured the moſt deſperate diſeaſes, 
ſach as palſies and leproſies: He gave 
fight to the blind, ſtrength to the 
lame, and hearing to the deaf; he 
healed many of their infirmities ; and 
which was more than all the reſt, he 
- raiſed ſome that were dead, to life a- 
gain: one was indeed but newly dead, 
another was led out to be buri 
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pers of the Jews at that time had 6} 


provoked them, that it was crime e 
nough for the Chriſtians to be conſs 
dered as a ſet of the Fews; and 6 
careleſs were they in Nome, of en 
quiring exactly into thoſe matters, that 
we find by * Swetonius, that they be 
lieved that Chriſt had ſet on the Jeu 
to all their ſeditions, by which they 


muſt have been enflamed ſo much the 


more againſt the - Chriſtians; and # 


ſuch a monſter as Nero was rightly 
informed of the exactneſs of their" 
morals, that muſt have ſharpned him 


ſo much the more againſt them 
There was in his time a vaſt mults 
rude of them at Rome, the matter d 


fact concerning Chriſt's being put to 


death in Tiberius's reign by Pontus 
Pilate, procurator at , was {6 
well known, that it was put in the 
7 ell of her tine; 
ans appeal'd to the publick regiſters 
for many other particulars relating to 
it. 22 — 
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54 Concerning the Truth 
they Tſed acainſt infoiration 
miracles and ; | 

not digeſt myſteries, 
thing that ſcem'd to riſe above a 
underſtanding: nor could they endure 
a doctrine that took in all ſorts of pes 


and ſafe: ſo that howſoever Socrates 
had expoſed himſelf to the fury of the 
Athemans, by contradicting the 1 
ccived opinions concerning the Di 
nity; yet all the later pretenders had 
avoided his fate, by complying with 
received opinions and i So 
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« now repreſent it? But in anſwer 
0 this, it is to be conſidered, that 
there is a perverſeneſs and depraved- 
neſs in human nature that cannot be 
accounted for. To ſome of the ene - 
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« ted; they alſo find ſome reaſonings 
e that do not ſeem ing, even 
« thoſe that are brought to convince 
« oainſayers, where there to 
« be more exactneſs. There is alſo 
u a lowneſs and flatneſs of ſtyle, that 
« makes the books ſeem but mean; 
« nor are they laid in any exactneſs 
« of method, but ſeem to run in a 
« looſe ramble; beſides that there are 
« many paſſages in them that look 
« ſtart ,- of Chriſt's _ 
ing to the ſpirits in priſon, 

« Muchiſedeck, and ſome other things 
« that we ſcarce know what to make 

. of, Theſe things look not like the 
products of Divine Inſpiration.” 
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them; but it does not clearly appear 
what method they intended to follow, 
whether to obſerve the order of tine, 
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